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Connecting Minds

"These are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that
believing you may have life in His name" (John 20:31)

The Gospel ofJohn

Chapter I8:t9-24
"The high priest then asked Jesus about His disciples and His doctrine' Jesus

answered him, 'l spoke openly to the world. I always taught in synagogues

and in the temple, where the Jews always meet, and in secret I have said

nothing. Why do you ask Me? Ask those who have heard Me what I said to
then. lndeed, they know what I said.'And when He had said these things, ,

one of the officers who stood by struck Jesus with the palm of his hand,
saying,'Do You answer the high priest like that?'Jesus answer him, 'lf I have

spoken evil, bear witness of the evil; but if well, why do you strike Me?' Then

Annas sent Him bound to Caiaphas the high priest.'

John adds a portion of the night that the other 3 synoptic writers omit - the
meeting of Jesus with Annas during the night of His betrayal. This is important
to note because of the speed that this trial moved at. Approximately, the time
it took from Jesus' arrest to His crucifixion is not much more than twelve hours

The soldiers arrest Jesus at night (they carried torches and lanterns) and Jesus

was crucified the next day at about the 6th hour, which is noon.

The rapid speed was necessary for the Jews. The Sabbath Day was upon them
(John 19:31) and no work could be done on a Sabbath... and that meant no

trial. After that was the Feast of Unleavened Bread which would also postpone

the trial, Speed was of the essence here.

"The high priest then asked Jesus about His disciples and His doctrine..." This is

something that these Jewish leaders have been doing for a long time. Matthew
12:L0 tells us "And they asked Him... that they might accuse Him..." A large

portion of Matthew 22 is an account of the Pharisees, Sadducees and Scribes

testing Jesus. ln John's gospel (8:6) we read these words about their actions'
"That they might have something of which to accuse Him..." What seems so

incredible about this is that Annas is now meeting with Jesus at night and they
still have no charge to bring against Jesus. Matthew Henry writes I'lt was

against all law and equity. They seize Him as a criminal, and now that He is

their prisoner they have nothing to lay to His charge; no libel, no prosecutor;



but the judge himself must be the prosecutor, and the prisoner Himself the
witness, and against all reason and justice, He is put on to be His own
accuser."l

But here's what is interesting. Why the rush? Why are they going to these
great lengths? Why are they meeting at such an hour, and seeking an
accusation when they know that their time is so limited? lt is because of Judas,
their informant and Jesus' betrayer. ln fact, it is because of Jesus Himself.
Jesus is the one who said to Judas "What you do, do quickly..." (John L3:27l,.
Judas has come to them and told them something that has put the Jewish
leaders into this fr:enzied plan.' Perhaps Judas has told them that Jesus is in a
very "arrestable mood".2

The problem for the Jewish leaders is that Jesus understands Jewish law. Jesus

knew that the accusation must come from someone other than Himself.
Therefore, He says !'Ask those who have heard Me. They are the ones you
need to talk to...'r Why should Jesus accuse Himself when no one else has any
accusation against Him? Jesus refuses to incriminate Himself but simply gives a
testimony to the character of His ministry. What He does in fact, is to point to
the uprightness of His ministry. One, He spoke openly. Two, He spoke to the
world. Three, He spoke in the places where people gather, Four, negatively He

says that He spoke nothing in secret - meaning that His doctrine in secret was
not contrary to His doctrine in the open. Jesus may have given Himself up for
arrest, according to the plan of God, but finding a charge against the only
perfect Man to ever walk the earth isn't going to be easy.

TableTalk

Read Mark L4:1-2; Acts 2:23. All this rush to arrest, bring an accusation, convict
and kill Jesus. But was this the plan of the Fharisees? Why did the death of
Jesus happen as it did?

1 Mattheyu Henrv's Commentar:v, vol. 5, Matthew Henry, pg. 952
2 An Expositional Commentarv: The Gospgl of John, vol. 5, James Montgomery
Boice, pg. 1400


