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Connecting Minds

"These are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that
believing you may have life in His name" (John 20:31)

The Gospel ofJohn

Chapter 18:28-30

"Then they led Jesus from Caiaphas to the Praetorium, and it was early
morning. But they themselves did not go lnto the Praetorium, lest they
should be defiled, but that they might eat the Passover. Pilate then went out
to them and said'What accusatiott do you bring against this Man?' They

answered and said to him, 'lf He were not an evildoer, we would not have

delivered Him up to you."'

Jesus' trial was actually two trials. He was first tried in the Jewish court, and

then He was tried again in a Roman court. The Praetorium that Jesus was led

to was probably Herod the Great's old palace and was used by Roman Prefects

when they were in town. Pilate was in Jerusalem at this time because of Jewish

feasts to prevent riots and uprisings. Whenever large numbers of Jews

gathered there would be this potential.

When the priests and scribes come to the Praetorium they do not enter
because they do not wish to be unclean. William Barclay tells us that "The

scribal law said: 'The dwelling places of Gentiles are unclean."l After,all we've

seen so far about these Jewish leaders this seems the cherry on the top of the
hypocrisy cake. lt is possible for a church to be so warped in its perspective

that it holds strictly to ceremonial points and ignores the meaning of its laws.

John Calvin writes "Nowhere in the Law were they for:bidden to enter the
house of a Gentile. This was just a precautlon handed down by the fathers'..

But those fine interpreters of the Law swallow a camel while they carefully

strain at a gnat."2

Pilate now enters. Pilate was a cruel man who did not respect the religion of
the Jews. Many secular, contemporary writers list Pilate as the harshest. Of
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Pilate it has been written that "lf former governors had, to some extent,
respected the religious scruples of the Jews, Pilate set them purposely at
defiance; and this not only once, but again and again, in Jerusalem, in Galilee,
and even in Samaria, untilthe Emperor himself interposed."3 ln this particular
case though he does respect the religious leaders scruples and I'went out to
them..." lt is a change from the normal that consistently arises through this
trial.

Pilate then asks for the accusation that is being brought against Jesus. But the
Jewish leaders do not give a direct answer. They seem to be sur:prised that
Pilate would not take their judgment as being valid. Their answer indicates
they are only coming to Pilate for the official sanction of death. "Give us that
rubber stamp" is what they're asking. John MacArthur writes "The arrogance
of the reply is astonishing, The Sanhedrin was in effect demanding that pilate

take Jesus and execute Him without asking any questions about what He had
been accused of or why He was condemned."4

The Sanhedrin does not seem to be prepared for a trial before Pilate. Jesus
been condemned by the Sanhedrin (Mark t4:63,64) of blasphemy, This is
hardly an accusation that would matter to Rome. John does not record the
accusations directly, though we can get a picture of what they were by the
questioning that Pilate uses (verse 33 and John 19:7). Pilate will ask "Are You
the King of the Jews...?" The accusations appear to have accused Jesus of being
the King of the Jews. Later they would accuse Him of being the Son of God.
These are the accusations that Pilate was looking into in his own questioning
and thus the trial of the Son of God before the most power Empire on the earth
was underway.

TableTalk

Read Luke 23:1-5. What other accusations did the Jews bring against Jesus?
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