
lssue 255

Connecting Minds

"These are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that
believing you may have life in His name" (John 20:31)

The Gospel ofJohn

Chapter 18:38-40

"Pilate said to Him 'What is truth?'And when he had said this he went out
again to the Jews, and sald to them, 'l find no fault in Him at all. But you have

a custom that I should release someone to you at the Passover. Do you

therefore want me to release to you the King of the Jews?'Then they all cried

again saying'Not this Man, but Barabbasl' Now Barabbas uras a robber."

Pilate has ended his first interrogation. He leaves Jesus and the verdict he

declares to the Jews is that Jesus is innocent, free of all charges - "l find no fault
in Him..."

After making this decision, what should have been the next step for Pilate? lf
we read Acts 26:30-32 Jesus should have been set free. During Paul's

interrogation, it was declared "This man [Paul] is doing nothing deserving of
death... this man might have gone free..." The apostles were often dealt with in
this manner. At the very least, Pilate should have protected Jesus from the

angry mob that wanted His blood through unjust means (Acts Zt:3t-34 and

23:23,241.

But none of this happens. ln fact, Pilate seems unable to carry through on his

verdict. As a Roman Prefect, with thousands of soldiers and the might of the
Empire behind him, he should have only had to make the verdict known once in

order to make it stand. But Pilate repeats his verdict 3 times (18:38-19:6). This

is phenomenal when we think of the power of earth's empires. But God uses,

even caused directly, the threefold repetition of this phrase from the lips of
Pilate. The instruction to us, coming from a pagan ruler, three times is this: "l
find no fault in Him..." lt is a vindication of Jesus' innocence before man' lt is a

qualification for the work of Christ - to be our Lamb of God - a lamb without
blemish.

Pilate first attempts to release Jesus through giving the crowd an option of
choosing a pardon - "You have a custom that I should release someone to you

at the Passover..." Where this custom comes from is unsure - it could be a



custom of Roman or Greek origin. Or because of the Passover, when God's
people were given freedom, it could have been a Jewish symbolic gesture that
reminded them of their release from bondage.

Surely this seemed like a good idea to Pilate. The crowds were presumably on
Jesus' side, as indicated by the triumphal entry a week earlier. lt would also
bring favour for Pilate in the eyes of the people and could bring division
between the Jewish people and their leaders. But it doesn't work out as Pilate
had hoped. The people chose Barabbas instead of Jesus. And note the way
they disdain Christ even as they ask for Barabbas - "Not this Mon..," Just a few
days earlier they had said "Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord..."
Such fickleness of heart.

The charges against Barabbas (also Luke 23:78,L9,25)are rebellion and murder
and robbery. The people had been persuaded to ask for Barabbas by the
leaders (fUatthew 27.2Ol.. What is most interesting about this is that Barabbas
was accused of basically the same crimes that Jesus was being accused of -
rebellion. They want Jesus put to death for rebellion (a rival king), but they ask
for Barabbas to be set free. Why? Because they can easily throw Barabbas
back in jail again if need be, but Jesus is much more dangerous to their system.

Todd Skinner writes "Barabbas would exploit you, but he wouldn't ask to run
your.life... Men would rather be enslaved to tyranny than let Jesus rule'their
lives. They would rather be exploited than let Christ determine their lives, So

they said, 'Give us Barabbas."'1

We are all like Barabbas. Jesus has taken our place. We were condemned
rightly and justly. Our day of death was set and we were destined for it. But
Jesus became our substitute, and Jesus died in our place.

Ta bleTa lk

"Bearing shame and scoffing rude, in my place condemned He stood, sealed my
pardon with His blood, Hallelujah, what a Saviour." Sing and rejoice in Jesus
Christ our Substitute.

I An Expositional Commentarv: The Gospel of John, vol. 5, James Montgomery
Boice, pg. 1460


